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November 29, 2021 
  

AMC welcomes historic first reading of land acknowledgement in Manitoba legislature 
 

Treaty One Territory, Manitoba – The Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) issues this statement to 
acknowledge today’s historic first reading of a land acknowledgement in the Legislative Assembly of 
Manitoba. The land acknowledgement recognizes that Manitoba is located on ancestral First Nations’ 
lands and that the spirit and intent of Treaties and Treaty making is respected. It will be a permanent 
legislative process and formally codified through the Standing Committee on Rules of the House. 
 
Grand Chief Arlen Dumas stated, “On behalf of the AMC, I thank the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
for the invitation to sit in her gallery as part of the delegation of First Nations representatives for the first 
reading of the land acknowledgement in the legislature. The AMC also thanks the Honourable Heather 
Stefanson, Premier of Manitoba, all members of the PC caucus, and all members of the Manitoba 
Legislature for their efforts at resetting and repairing the relationship with First Nations in Manitoba. 
These efforts were demonstrated last week when all Manitobans watched with pride another historic first 
when MLAs were accompanied into the legislature by our northern First Nation drum for the speech from 
the throne.”  
 
Grand Chief added, “Today’s first reading of the official provincial land acknowledgement in the Legislative 
Assembly of Manitoba is another momentous moment in our shared history as we all work in the spirit of 
cooperation and respect to reset the relationship, which has been badly tarnished over the last few years, 
between First Nations in Manitoba and the provincial Crown. To First Nations, the land acknowledgement 
is more than symbolic; it is also a key step to righting previous wrongs perpetuated on First Nations in this 
province and moving forward in the spirit and intent of Reconciliation.” 
 
 “The AMC was pleased to advise former Indigenous Relations Minister Eileen Clark and her committee 
on wording for the province’s official land acknowledgement. Although all suggested AMC wording did 
not make it into the final document, we are pleased that Manitoba under the leadership of Premier 
Stefanson has developed a land acknowledgement and has made significant efforts in recent weeks for 
reconciling the provincial government’s agenda with First Nations’ economic and political aspirations,” 
concluded Grand Chief Dumas. 
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For more information, please contact:  
Stacia Franz 
Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 
Email:  sfranz@manitobachiefs.com  
Phone: 204- 292-1504 



 

 

 
About the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 
The AMC was formed in 1988 by the Chiefs in Manitoba to advocate on issues that commonly affect First 
Nations in Manitoba. AMC is an authorized representative of 62 of the 63 First Nations in Manitoba with 
a total of more than 151,000 First Nation citizens in the province, accounting for approximately 12 percent 
of the provincial population. AMC represents a diversity of Anishinaabe (Ojibway), Nehetho / Ininew 
(Cree), Anishininew (Ojibwe-Cree), Denesuline (Dene) and Dakota Oyate (Dakota) people. 
 


