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AMC welcomes Her Excellency Mary J. Simon as Canada’s 30th Governor General 
 
Treaty One Territory, Manitoba – The Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) issues this statement today in 
recognition of the appointment of Mary J. Simon, Inuk from Kangiqsualujjuaq, in the Nunavik region of Northern 
Quebec, as Canada’s first Indigenous Governor General. The Governor General-elect has been approved by Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and will be formally installed in the not too distant future. Ms. Simon is the past 
president of the Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK), a former Canadian diplomat, and a former journalist.  
 
Grand Chief Arlen Dumas states, “On behalf of the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs, and all First Nations citizens in 
Manitoba, I congratulate and welcome Her Excellency, Mary J. Simon, as Canada’s first Indigenous Governor 
General in 154 years. The symbolism of this appointment will not be lost on Canadians. This is a momentous 
occasion for First Nations and other Indigenous peoples in this country, one that sends a strong signal to the 
country during these difficult times that reconciliation with Indigenous peoples remains critical to the future of 
Canada.”  
 
“As a fluent speaker of my Cree language, it was amazing to hear the Inuktitut language spoken by the new 
Governor General at this morning’s press conference.”  
 
Grand Chief Dumas added, “I wish Ms. Simon well in her new role and look forward to inviting the Governor 
General to meet with Chiefs in her official capacity, to discuss the importance of the Office of the Governor 
General to our sacred Treaties in what is now Manitoba.” 
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For more information, please contact:  
Stacia Franz 
Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 
Email:  sfranz@manitobachiefs.com  
Phone: 204-292-1504 
 
About the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 
The AMC was formed in 1988 by the Chiefs in Manitoba to advocate on issues that commonly affect First 
Nations in Manitoba. AMC is an authorized representative of 62 of the 63 First Nations in Manitoba with a total 
of more than 151,000 First Nation citizens in the province, accounting for approximately 12 percent of the 
provincial population. AMC represents a diversity of Anishinaabe (Ojibway), Nehetho / Ininew (Cree), 
Anishininew (Ojibwe-Cree), Denesuline (Dene) and Dakota Oyate (Dakota) people. 
 


