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RE: SUPPORT FOR A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING RESPECTING
FIRST NATIONS COORDINATION ON MAJOR PROJECTS AND RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT

WHEREAS, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) represents First Nations, whose
sacred, Creator-granted rights, powers, and responsibilities to govern ourselves in
relationships with all Creation are passed along through spirituality, land, ceremony,
teachings, language, and laws; and

WHEREAS, the AMC, through its Constitution, is mandated to advance and protect First
Nations' Inherent and Treaty Rights, sovereignty and self-determination, as delegated by
the 63 First Nations in Manitoba who are the rights-holders; and

WHEREAS, federal and provincial governments are increasingly advancing major
projects, infrastructure, energy, mining, critical minerals, transportation, and resource
development initiatives through accelerated, centralized, advisory, technical, and “one
project, one review” frameworks that may significantly affect First Nations Treaty
territories, ancestral lands, waters, rights, and jurisdiction within Manitoba; and

WHEREAS, the AMC, Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak (MKO), Southern Chiefs’
Organization (SCO), Anisininew Okimawin (AO), and Keewatin Tribal Council (SKY
Nations) each support and advocate for First Nations in Manitoba and share common
interests respecting the protection and advancement of First Nations rights, jurisdiction,
environmental stewardship, economic sovereignty, and participation in major projects and
resource development initiatives; and

WHEREAS, improved coordination, information sharing, strategic engagement, technical
collaboration, and the development of common principles among First Nations
organizations may strengthen First Nations-led approaches respecting major projects and
resource development initiatives affecting First Nations in Manitoba; and



ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA CHIEFS
Special Chiefs Assembly
Major Projects and Resource Development

May 12, 13, 14, 2026
Keeshkeemaquah Conference and Gaming Centre
Long Plain First Nation, Manitoba

CERTIFIED RESOLUTION

MAY-26.01
Page 2 of 3

RE: SUPPORT FOR A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING RESPECTING
FIRST NATIONS COORDINATION ON MAJOR PROJECTS AND RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (cont.)

WHEREAS, First Nations are governments and rights-holders, not stakeholders, and any
collaborative processes respecting major projects and resource development must
recognize and uphold the autonomy, jurisdiction, and decision-making authority of First
Nations.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs-in-Assembly support the development
and negotiation of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the AMC, MKO,
SCO, AO, and SKY Nations respecting coordination, collaboration, information sharing,
technical cooperation and strategic engagement relating to major projects and resource
development initiatives affecting First Nations in Manitoba.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs-in-Assembly affirm that any MOU
developed pursuant to this resolution must respect and preserve the sovereign Nations,
jurisdiction, decision-making authority, and autonomy of individual First Nations and shall
not replace or limit the authority of individual First Nations respecting their own lands,
waters, rights, territories, consultations, negotiations, consent or decision-making

processes.

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs-in-Assembly direct the AMC Grand Chief’s
Office and Secretariat to engage with MKO, SCO, AO, and SKY Nations respecting the
development of the MOU and report back to the Annual General Assembly for review and
consideration.
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RE: SUPPORT FOR A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING RESPECTING
FIRST NATIONS COORDINATION ON MAJOR PROJECTS AND RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (cont.)

CERTIFIED COPY Moved by: Chief Cornell McLean
of a resolution adopted on May 12, 2026, Lake Manitoba First Nation
Long Plain First Nation, Manitoba

Seconded by: Chief Kurvis Anderson
%\"_/_ Pinaymootang First Nation
/s?and Chief Kyra Wilson CARRIED
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RE: APPOINTMENT OF FIRST NATION LEADERSHIP TO FIRST NATIONS CHILD
AND FAMILY SERVICES (FNCFS) REGIONAL AGREEMENT NEGOTIATING
TABLE

WHEREAS, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) represents First Nations, whose
sacred, Creator-granted rights, powers, and responsibilities to govern ourselves in
relationships with all Creation are passed along through spirituality, land, ceremony,
teachings, language, and laws; and

WHEREAS, the AMC, through its Constitution, is mandated to advance and protect First
Nations' Inherent and Treaty Rights, sovereignty and self-determination, as delegated by
the 63 First Nations in Manitoba who are the rights-holders; and

WHEREAS, on April 23, 2026, the AMC Chiefs-in-Assembly passed Resolution Apr-26.01
Strategic Direction on Long-Term Reform of the First Nations Child and Family Services
(FNCFS) Program and Jordan'’s Principle, directing the AMC Secretariat:

= to advocate for the implementation of Canada's funding allocations under the
National Plan for the First Nations Child and Family Services Program and
incorporate key components of the Loving Justice Plan; and

= to serve as a lead facilitator and coordinator for the Manitoba Region in developing
a Regional Agreement, including undertaking further engagement with First
Nations in Manitoba to help inform a Regional Agreement; and
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RE: APPOINTMENT OF FIRST NATION LEADERSHIP TO FIRST NATIONS CHILD
AND FAMILY SERVICES (FNCFS) REGIONAL AGREEMENT NEGOTIATING
TABLE (cont’d).

WHEREAS, on May 6, 2026, the AMC Executive Council of Chiefs (ECC) passed the
following motion:

= Appoint Ovide Mercredi as the Special Negotiation Advisor, and the current AMC
Chiefs representatives on the National Children’s Chiefs Commission, as well as
any other Nations and leadership to serve as the negotiators for the regional
agreement, with the AMC Secretariat directed to provide facilitation and
coordination support, including engagement with AMC member First Nations to
inform the agreement; and

WHEREAS, in November 2024, the AMC ECC appointed: Chief David Monias,
Pimicikamak Cree Nation, Chief Angela Levasseur, Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
(alternate), and Chief Heidi Cook, Misipawistik Cree Nation (alternate) as First Nation
representatives for the Manitoba region to the NCCC; and

WHEREAS, the negotiation of the Regional Agreement under the FNCFS Program will
not impact First Nations developing their laws under An Act Respecting First Nations, Inuit
and Metis Children, Youth and Families.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the AMC Chiefs-in-Assembly desire to have equal
representation of northern and southern Chiefs to serve as negotiators for the regional

agreement.

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED, the AMC Chiefs-in-Assembly appoint the following Chiefs
to serve as negotiators for the regional agreement:

Northern Chief: Chief Season Roulette, Norway House Cree Nation
Southern Chief: Chief Sheldon Kent, Black River First Nation
Southern Chief: Chief Kurvis Anderson, Pinaymootang First Nation
Southern Chief: Chief Jason Daniels, Swan Lake First Nation
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RE: APPOINTMENT OF FIRST NATION LEADERSHIP TO FIRST NATIONS CHILD
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CERTIFIED COPY Moved by: Chief Gordon Bluesky
of a resolution adopted on May 13, 2026, Brokenhead Ojibway Nation
Long Plain First Nation, Manitoba

Seconded by: Chief Angela Levasseur

/%L/ Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
;dﬂré’ Chief Kyra Wilson CARRIED
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RE: FIRST NATIONS-SPECIFIC DISTINCTIONS-BASED RESPONSE TO THE HIV
PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY IN MANITOBA

WHEREAS, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) represents First Nations, whose
sacred, Creator-granted rights, powers, and responsibilities to govern ourselves in
relationships with all Creation are passed along through spirituality, land, ceremony,
teachings, language, and laws; and

WHEREAS, the AMC, through its Constitution, is mandated to advance and protect First
Nations' Inherent and Treaty Rights, sovereignty and self-determination, as delegated by
the 63 First Nations in Manitoba who are the rights-holders; and

WHEREAS, First Nations possess inherent jurisdiction, Treaty rights, and responsibilities
respecting the health, safety, welfare and governance of their citizens and Nations,
including the authority to enact and implement First Nations-led public health measures,
emergency responses, laws, protocols, and governance approaches grounded in First
Nations laws, legal orders, teachings and self-determination; and

WHEREAS, the Province of Manitoba has declared a provincial public health emergency
respecting rising HIV  rates across Manitoba, with  First  Nations
disproportionately impacted by HIV, addictions, homelessness, mental health challenges,
systemic racism, barriers to healthcare, stigma, discrimination, and longstanding
inequities within provincial and federal health systems; and

WHEREAS, through AMC Resolutions JUL-19.03 and FEB-24.09, the AMC Chiefs-in-
Assembly endorsed the Final Report of the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls and mandated the AMC Secretariat to work with First
Nations and First Nations organizations to develop and implement a Manitoba First
Nations-led regional response to the MMIWG2S+ Calls for Justice; and
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RE: FIRST NATIONS-SPECIFIC DISTINCTIONS-BASED RESPONSE TO THE HIV
PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY IN MANITOBA (cont.)

WHEREAS, during the COVID-19 pandemic, the AMC and First Nations partners
established the Manitoba First Nations Pandemic Response Coordination Team (PRCT)
to coordinate a First Nations-led emergency response in protecting First Nations; and

WHEREAS, a coordinated First Nations-specific distinctions-based response to the HIV
public health emergency is required to ensure First Nations, including Two-Spirit and
LGBTQQIA+, are not subsumed within pan-Indigenous or provincial-only approaches that
fail to reflect First Nations jurisdiction, Treaty relationships, realities, laws, governance,
priorities, and health needs.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs-in-Assembly establish a Manitoba First
Nations HIV Public Health Emergency Response Coordination Team (“First Nations HIV
RCT") to support a coordinated First Nations-specific distinctions-based response to the
HIV public health emergency in Manitoba.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the First Nations HIV RCT work with First Nations,
federal and provincial governments, health authorities, service providers, and partners to
coordinate First Nations-specific HIV emergency response measures, including planning,
funding, communications, data coordination, and public health initiatives, and to support
implementation of the National Inquiry into MMIWG Calls for Justice through distinctions-
based, culturally safe, trauma-informed, and First Nations-led approaches to health,
wellness, addictions, harm reduction, violence prevention, and safety, as well as culturally
grounded, community-based supports for HIV prevention, traditional healing, testing,
treatment, outreach, transportation, housing, mental wellness, addictions, emergency
response coordination, and wraparound services for First Nations citizens and Nations.
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RE: FIRST NATIONS-SPECIFIC DISTINCTIONS-BASED RESPONSE TO THE HIV
PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY IN MANITOBA (cont.)

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the First Nations HIV RCT be coordinated through
the AMC Secretariat in collaboration with Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak, Southern
Chiefs’ Organization, Anisininew Okimawin, Keewatin Tribal Council, First Nations health
professionals, First Nations organizations including the First Nations Health and Social
Secretariat of Manitoba, individuals with lived experience, and Two-Spirit and
LGBTQQIA+ First Nations leaders and organizations, and regularly report to the AMC
Chiefs Task Force on Health.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs-in-Assembly call upon Canada and
Manitoba to provide immediate, sustained, long-term, flexible, and distinctions-based
funding and supports necessary for the First Nations HIV RCT and related First Nations-
led emergency response initiatives.

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED, that all HIV-related public health data collection,
surveillance, coordination, sharing and reporting involving First Nations citizens must
respect First Nations data sovereignty, OCAP® principles, and First Nations governance
authority.

CERTIFIED COPY Moved by: Chief Angela Levasseur
of a resolution adopted on May 13, 2026 Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
Long Plain First Nation, Manitoba

Seconded by: Councillor Rachel Ferreira

% Proxy, Roseau River First Nation

/Q@ﬁff Chief Kyra Wilson CARRIED
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RE: PROTECTING FIRST NATIONS HEALING, MENTAL WELLNESS, SURVIVOR,
AND UNMARKED GRAVES SUPPORTS

WHEREAS, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) represents First Nations, whose
sacred, Creator-granted rights, powers, and responsibilities to govern ourselves in
relationships with all Creation are passed along through spirituality, land, ceremony,
teachings, language, and laws; and

WHEREAS, the AMC, through its Constitution, is mandated to advance and protect First
Nations' Inherent and Treaty Rights, sovereignty and self-determination, as delegated by
the 63 First Nations in Manitoba who are the rights-holders; and

WHEREAS, First Nations possess inherent rights, Treaty rights, jurisdiction, laws,
responsibilities, and governance authority respecting the health, safety, healing, and well-
being of First Nations and their citizens, wherever they reside on or off reserve; and

WHEREAS, the intergenerational impacts of Indian Residential Schools, the Sixties
Scoop, child welfare displacement, violence, addictions, suicide, systemic racism, and
Missing and Murdered First Nations Women, Girls, Two-Spirit and LGBTQQIA+ citizens
continue to cause profound harms within First Nations, requiring long-term healing,
wellness, cultural, and community supports; and

WHEREAS, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action, including Calls 21,
22, and 72 to 76, the Calls for Justice of the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls, and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples affirm the need for culturally grounded, distinctions-based, First
Nations-led healing and wellness approaches; and
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RE: PROTECTING FIRST NATIONS HEALING, MENTAL WELLNESS, SURVIVOR,
AND UNMARKED GRAVES SUPPORTS (cont.)

WHEREAS, the AMC Chiefs-in-Assembly have consistently supported First Nations-led
healing, mental wellness, Indian Residential Schools healing, addictions recovery,
cultural healing, MMIWG2S+ implementation, and long-term funding approaches,
including Resolution AUG-09.12 Aboriginal Healing Foundation Funding Extension,
Resolution AUG-08.08 Community Based Programs to Address Intergenerational
Impacts of Indian Residential Schools, Resolution FEB-24.10 Implementation of the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act, and Resolution
MAY-25.02 Centralized Entity in Manitoba to Distribute Indian Monies; and

WHEREAS, First Nations continue to express serious concerns regarding the reduction,
expiry, sunsetting, and proposal-based restructuring of federal funding supporting
healing, mental wellness, Indian Residential Schools Survivors, unmarked graves
investigations, trauma recovery, cultural supports, addictions treatment, suicide
prevention, and related wellness initiatives; and

WHEREAS, healing from colonial harms is ongoing and cannot be time-limited, requiring
permanent, predictable, and First Nations-led funding and governance approaches rather
than temporary or proposal-based federal programs.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs-in-Assembly oppose the reduction,
expiry, or sunsetting of federal funding supporting First Nations healing, mental wellness,
Survivor supports, addictions treatment, suicide prevention, MMIWG2S+ initiatives,
Indian Residential Schools supports, and unmarked graves investigation, protection,
commemoration, and repatriation efforts.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs-in-Assembly support and advance national
advocacy efforts, including the National Petition respecting the protection of healing,
Survivor, and unmarked graves supports and call upon the Government of Canada and
all Manitoba Members of Parliament to immediately maintain and expand long-term
funding for these initiatives.
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RE: PROTECTING FIRST NATIONS HEALING, MENTAL WELLNESS, SURVIVOR,
AND UNMARKED GRAVES SUPPORTS (cont.)

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs-in-Assembly call upon Canada to establish
permanent, statutory, predictable, distinctions-based, and First Nations-led funding and
governance mechanisms for healing, mental wellness, cultural supports, addictions
treatment, Indian Residential Schools healing, Sixties Scoop supports, MMIWG2S+
initiatives, and unmarked graves work, consistent with First Nations jurisdiction, self-
determination, and Treaty obligations, including dedicated financial resources to support
the development, expansion, and sustainability of First Nations-led infrastructure required
to deliver these services and initiatives within First Nations.

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED, that the AMC Secretariat and Grand Chief's Office
advocate for this matter regionally and nationally with First Nations leadership
organizations, Survivors, Knowledge Keepers, Canada, and the Assembly of First
Nations, and report back to the Chiefs-in-Assembly respecting ongoing advocacy and
developments.

CERTIFIED COPY Moved by: Chief Betsy Kennedy
of a resolution adopted on May 13, 2026 War Lake First Nation
Long Plain First Nation, Manitoba

Seconded by: Chief Shirley Ducharme

//;/‘K_ R O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree Nation

/érand Chief Kyra Wilson CARRIED
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RE: OPIOIDS AND ADDICTIONS CRISIS STATE OF EMERGENCY FOR FIRST
NATIONS PEOPLE IN MANITOBA

WHEREAS, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) represents First Nations, whose
sacred, Creator-granted rights, powers, and responsibilities to govern ourselves in
relationships with all Creation are passed along through spirituality, land, ceremony,
teachings, language, and laws; and

WHEREAS, the AMC, through its Constitution, is mandated to advance and protect First
Nations' Inherent and Treaty Rights, sovereignty and self-determination, as delegated by
the 63 First Nations in Manitoba who are the rights-holders; and

WHEREAS, the AMC has passed resolutions Jun-04.21 Anti-Gang Strategy, and May
07.13 Collective Strateqgy to Eliminate Drugs and Alcohol Abuse in First Nations
Communities, that among other matters, called for the development and implementation
of strategies to address alcohol and illegal drug use in First Nations, including the
provision of adequate financial resources to support these efforts; and

WHEREAS, First Nations people continue to experience addictions and opioid crises that
are not being adequately addressed by the current health care system, creating a state
of emergency for First Nations in Manitoba, while First Nations people are five times more
likely than their non-First Nations counterparts to experience an opioid-related overdose
event and three times more likely to die from an opioid-related overdose; and

WHEREAS, the ongoing opioid and addiction crisis disproportionately affecting First
Nations and their citizens in Manitoba constitutes a serious public health emergency
requiring immediate, coordinated, and long-term responses grounded in First Nations
priorities, healing approaches, and self-determination; and

WHEREAS, the October 2025 Provincial Court of Manitoba Inquest Report into the death
of Lee Earnshaw, an Indigenous person, provided recommendations to address the
opioid crisis in Manitoba; and
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RE: OPIOIDS AND ADDICTIONS CRISIS STATE OF EMERGENCY FOR FIRST
NATIONS PEOPLE IN MANITOBA (cont.)

WHEREAS, the recommendations of the Inquest Report into the death of Lee Earnshaw
identified systemic gaps and barriers respecting addictions treatment, opioid response
services, outreach, and access to care in Manitoba, and recommended increased access
to Rapid Access to Addiction Medicine Clinics; expansion of withdrawal management
beds: expansions of treatment facilities; creating co-locations with prescribing physicians,
withdrawal management service and treatment facilities; and flexible treatment models;
and

WHEREAS, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples affirms
the rights of First Nations to maintain their traditional medicines and health practices and
to access, without discrimination, the highest attainable standard of physical and mental
health (Article 24).

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly recognize the urgency and call
on the Federal Government and the Province of Manitoba to declare a public health
emergency to address the addictions and opioid crisis affecting First Nations people in
Manitoba.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly call on the Federal Government
and the Province of Manitoba to collaborate with First Nations to develop an immediate
and long-term strategy to address the addictions and opioid crisis happening to First
Nations, including financial resources for the creation of detox facilities, treatment centers,
and day programs for methadone clinics in First Nations.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs-in-Assembly call upon Manitoba to
implement the recommendations arising from the October 2025 Provincial Court of
Manitoba Inquest Report into the death of Lee Earnshaw.
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RE: OPIOIDS AND ADDICTIONS CRISIS STATE OF EMERGENCY FOR FIRST
NATIONS PEOPLE IN MANITOBA (cont.)

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs-in-Assembly call upon Manitoba and
Canada to work collaboratively with First Nations to address the systemic issues identified
in the Lee Earnshaw Inquest Report, including gaps respecting addictions treatment,
harm reduction, outreach, housing, mental wellness, and access to care through a First
Nations-specific distinctions-based approach.

CERTIFIED COPY Moved by: Chief Angela Levasseur
of a resolution adopted on May 13, 2026 Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
Long Plain First Nation, Manitoba

Seconded by: Councillor Rachel Ferreira,

//—\_,_—\ Proxy, Roseau River First Nation
/ﬁrand Chief Kyra Wilson CARRIED




