
ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA CHIEFS
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF CHIEFS

CERTIFIED COPIES
OF

ADOPTED RESOLUTIONS

275 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg MB

October 2, 2025



ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA CHIEFS
Executive Council of Chiefs

275 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg MB

October 2, 2025

CERTIFIED RESOLUTION

ECC OCT-25.01 IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FIRST NATIONS TOBACCO LAW TEMPLATE
ECC OCT-25.02 HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY (HBC) PROCEEDINGS UNDER THE COMPANIES’

CREDITORS ARRANGEMENT ACT (CCAA)
ECC OCT-25.03 SUPPORT FOR THE NATIONAL CHILDREN’S CHIEFS COMMISSION DEVELOPING A

NATIONAL FIRST NATIONS CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES (FNCFS) LONG-TERM
REFORM PLAN (LTRP)

ECC OCT-25.04 INDIGENOUS HEALTH EQUITY FUND (IHEF) AND HEALTH SERVICES INTEGRATION
FUND (HSIF)



ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA CHIEFS
Executive Council of Chiefs

275 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg MB

OCTOBER 2, 2025

CERTIFIED RESOLUTION

ECC 011-25.01
Page 1 of3

RE: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FIRST NATIONS TOBACCO LAW TEMPLATE

WHEREAS, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) represents First Nations, whose sacred,

Creator-granted rights, powers, and responsibilities to govern ourselves in relationship to all of

Creation are passed from generation to generation through spirituality, land, ceremony,
teachings, language, and laws; and

WHEREAS, the AMC, through its Constitution, is mandated to advance and protect First Nations’

Inherent and Treaty Rights, sovereignty, and self-determination, as delegated by the 63 First

Nations in Manitoba, who are the rights-holders; and

WHEREAS, the AMC Chiefs-in-Assembly passed Resolution MAY-25.O1 Support for First Nations

Tobacco Economy in Manitoba, that established a Tobacco Economy Working Group (TEWG),
consisting of at least three Chiefs, or their duly appointed proxies, from First Nations in Manitoba

to support the implementation of this resolution, to provide technical assistance to First Nations,
and to coordinate collective advocacy and negotiation efforts across Manitoba; and

WHEREAS, in response to direction from the Chiefs-in-Assembly, on July 16, 2025, the AMC

Secretariat and legal counsel (Fox LLP) have developed a Tobacco Law Template to support First

Nations wishing to assert their inalienable rights and jurisdiction over tobacco regulation; and

WHEREAS, the template was developed to achieve security, prosperity, and self-sufficiency

through sustainable economic activity, and establishes a comprehensive First Nations-led
regulatory regime governing the cultivation, manufacturing, transportation, retail, and pricing of

tobacco products; and

WHEREAS, on August 2], 2025, the AMC’s TEWG reviewed the draft template and directed legal

counsel to prepare a summary for presentation at the AMC Annual General Assembly in
September; and
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RE: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FIRST NATIONS TOBACCO LAW TEMPLATE (cont.)

WHEREAS, the proposed Tobacco Law Template will allow individual First Nations to create their

own regulatory commissions responsible for overseeing the implementation, issuing certificates

and authorizations, managing pricing, imposing fees, and ensuring compliance with the law.

These laws are designed to take precedence over existing federal and provincial regulations,

thereby asserting inherent, and Treaty rights; and

WHEREAS, the Mohawk Council of Kahnawà:ke (MCK) is developing a similar tobacco law rooted

in inherent jurisdiction and is currently undergoing community engagement sessions on that law.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the AMC Executive Council of Chiefs direct the AMC Secretariat to:

1. Undertake a structural engagement process with member First Nations on the Template

Tobacco Law, and, based on the feedback received, develop and propose constitutional

amendments at the next Assembly to affirm AMC’s authority to provide oversight and

regulatory assistance; and

2. Facilitate the Tobacco Economy Working Group’s communication with the Mohawk

Council of Kahnawà:ke to learn about successful implementation strategies.

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED, the AMC Executive Council of Chiefs direct the AMC Secretariat to

instruct legal counsel to:

a. prepare options for defending the law against provincial and federal challenges;

and

b. work with the Tobacco Economy Working Group to draft regulations to support

the Template Tobacco Law’s implementation.
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RE: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FIRST NATIONS TOBACCO LAW TEMPLATE (cont.)

CERTIFIED COPY Moved by: Chief Derek Nepinak

of a resolution adopted on October 2, 2025 Pine Creek First Nation

Winnipeg, Manitoba

Seconded by: Chief Angela Levasseur

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

nd Chief Kyra Wilson

CARRIED
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RE: HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY (HBC) PROCEEDINGS UNDER THE COMPANIES’ CREDITORS

ARRANGEMENT ACT (CCAA)

WHEREAS, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) represents First Nations, whose sacred

Creator-granted rights, powers, and responsibilities to govern ourselves in relationship to all of

Creation are passed from generation to generation through spiritually, land, ceremony, teachings,

language, and laws; and

WHEREAS, the AMC, through its Constitution, is mandated to advance and protect First Nations’

Inherent and Treaty Rights, sovereignty, and self-determination, as delegated by the 63 First

Nations in Manitoba, who are the rights-holders; and

WHEREAS, on March 7, 2025, the Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC) announced that it had filed for

creditor protection under the Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act (CCAA), and sought to

liquidate or sell all of its property, including its extensive art and artifact collection; and

WHEREAS, as a result of AMC Grand Chief, Kyra Wilson’s objection to the liquidation of HBC’s
extensive art and artifact collection, Justice Peter Osborne ordered that no auction could proceed
without court approval and full catalogues must be disclosed to AMC and the Attorney General
of Canada; and

WHEREAS, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN DRIP) affirms
the right to protect and reclaim cultural heritage, highlighting the need for Canadian law to align
with these international standards; and

WHEREAS, on May 12, 2025, the Chiefs-in-Assembly adopted Resolution MAY-25.07 Working

Group on the Protection, Repatriation and Preservation of First Nations Cultural Property ond

Review of The Hudson’s Bay Company Collection, establishing the Working Group on the

Protection, Repatriation and Preservation of First Nations Cultural Property; and



ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA CHIEFS
Executive Council of Chiefs

275 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg MB

OCTOBER 2, 2025

CERTIFIED RESOLUTION

ECC OCT-25.02
Page 2 of 3

RE: HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY (HBC) PROCEEDINGS UNDER THE COMPANIES’ CREDITORS

ARRANGEMENT ACT (CCAA) (cont.)

WHEREAS, the CCAA proceedings continue under the Ontario Superior Court, and the auction

procedures are to be filed with the Court on September 24, 2025, and feedback or questions to

the Court Monitor are invited before September 16, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the Court Monitor has confirmed that Indigenous Nations will be consulted, and the

goal is to return or donate artifacts directly to communities.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOlVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly:

• support the ongoing resourcing and political backing for the First Nations Cultural

Property Working Group to advocate for legal reforms that recognize and protect First

Nations cultural property rights.

• advocate for federal and provincial legislation recognizing First Nations’ rights to cultural

property, consistent with UNDRIR

• direct the AMC Grand Chief’s Office to engage federal and provincial governments to

secure long-term funding for repatriation logistics, archival research, and stewardship.

• direct the AMC Grand Chief’s Office to facilitate consultations with First Nations to

determine the appropriate repatriation or donation pathways for the artifacts.

FINAU.Y BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly affirms its commitment to First Nations cultural

sovereignty and the protections, reclamation, and proper stewardship of sacred heritage in all

dealing with museums, corporations, institutions, universities, and governments and that the

AMC shall engage with federal and provincial governments to co-develop legally binding

repatriation frameworks consistent with the UNDRIP, and seek support from national and

international partners including Canadian Heritage, and the United Nations Educational, Scientific

and Cultural Organization which oversees international standards for the protection of cultural

property and heritage.
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RE: HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY (HBC) PROCEEDINGS UNDER THE COMPANIES’ CREDITORS

ARRANGEMENT ACT (CCAA) (cant.)

CERTIFIED COPY Moved by: Chief Betsy Kennedy
of a resolution adopted on October 2, 2025 War Lake First Nation

Winnipeg, Manitoba

Seconded by: Chief Jason Daniels

Swan Lake First Nation

//Grond Chief Kyra Wilson CARRIED

/
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RE: SUPPORT FOR THE NATIONAL CHILDREN’S CHIEFS COMMISSION DEVELOPING A

NATIONAL FIRST NATIONS CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES (FNCFS) LONG-TERM REFORM

PLAN (LTRP)

WHEREAS, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) represents First Nations, whose sacred
Creator-granted rights, powers, and responsibilities to govern ourselves in relationship to all of
Creation are passed from generation to generation through spiritually, land, ceremony,
teachings, language, and laws; and

WHEREAS, the AMC, through its Constitution, is mandated to advance and protect First Nations’
Inherent and Treaty Rights, sovereignty, and self-determination, as delegated by the 63 First
Nations in Manitoba, who are the rights-holders; and

WHEREAS, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and the
United Nations Declaration Act (UNDA) recognize the right of Indigenous families and
communities to retain shared responsibility for the upbringing, training, education and well
being of their children, consistent with the rights of the child; the right to participate in decision-
making in matters which would affect their rights; the right to provide their free, prior, and
informed consent before adopting and implementing legislative or administrative measures that
may affect them; and

WHEREAS, in 2016, the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal (CHRT or “Tribunal”) ordered Canada to
reform the discriminatory First Nations Child and Family Services (FNCFS) Program and to fully
implement Jordan’s Principle; and

WHEREAS, Canada has negotiated the Final Settlement Agreement (“FSA”) on Long Term Reform
(LTR) of the FNCFS program with the Assembly of First Nations (AFN), Chiefs of Ontario, and the
Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN), which aims to end the program’s discriminatory practices and to
ensure that First Nations children, youth, young adults, and families receive culturally relevant
and equitable support services tailored to their specific needs; and
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RE: SUPPORT FOR THE NATIONAL CHILDREN’S CHIEFS COMMISSION DEVELOPING A

NATIONAL FIRST NATIONS CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES (FNCFS) LONG-TERM REFORM

PLAN (LTRP) (cont.)

WHEREAS, in October 2024, the AMC held a Special Chiefs’ Assembly on the LTR of the FNCFS
Program. First Nation leadership passed four resolutions with respect to the amendment of the
draft FSA on LTR of the FNCFS Program; and

WHEREAS, in October 2024, the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) First Nations-in-Assembly passed
Resolutions 60/2024, Addressing Long-Term Reform of the First Nations Child and Family Services
Program and Jordan’s Principle, and 61/2024, Meaningful Consultation on Long-Term Reform of
First Nations Child and Family Services, that rejected the draft Final Settlement Agreement on
LTR of the FNCFS Program; established the National Children’s Chiefs Commission (“NCCC”) to
oversee and provide strategic direction in relation to LfR; and directed the NCCC to establish a
negotiation team (“NCCC Negotiation Team”) with regional representation that will be
responsible for carrying out the negotiations for LTR; and

WHEREAS, in November 2024, the AMC - Executive Council of Chiefs ([CC) appointed: Chief David
Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation, Chief Angela Levasseur, Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
(alternate), and Chief Heidi Cook, Misipawistik Cree Nation (alternate) to the NCCC as First Nation
representatives for the Manitoba region; and

WHEREAS, in August 2025, the Tribunal issued CHRT 80, ordering Canada, the AFN and the Caring
Society to work in consultation with the NCCC to move forward on national FNCFS LTR without
further delay and requiring the parties to submit their remedies for National LTR, either
separately or together, within four months of this ruling; and

WHEREAS, in September 2025, the AFN First Nations-in-Assembly passed Resolution 52/2025,
Approving Terms of Reference for FNCFS and Jordan’s Principle Tables, that approved the terms
of reference of the NCCC and the NCCC Negotiation Team, thereby supporting the NCCC to
continue its work in developing a National FNCFS LTRP with regional variation; and
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RE: SUPPORT FOR THE NATIONAL CHILDREN’S CHIEFS COMMISSION DEVELOPING A

NATIONAL FIRST NATIONS CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES (FNCFS) LONG-TERM REFORM

PLAN (LTRP) (cont.)

WHEREAS, the NCCC and other parties are initiating a regional engagement strategy to solicit
input from First Nations to inform the National FNCFS LTRP and ensure regional perspectives and
interests are included; and

WHEREAS, in February 2025, the AMC-ECC passed a resolution mandating the establishment of

a dedicated regional negotiation table with Canada for LTR of the FNCFS Program, focused
specifically on addressing the regional-specific needs and priorities of Manitoba’s First Nations
that will ensure direct involvement of Manitoba First Nations in the negotiation process, allowing
for the creation of agreements that reflect their unique circumstances and requirements; and

WHEREAS, in August 2025, the AMC submitted a proposal: Manitoba First Nations Regional
Approach to Long-term Reform of the FNCFS Program to the Minister of Indigenous Services
Canada, Mandy Gull-Masty to support First Nations in Manitoba to lead the development of a
regionally tailored agreement on LTR of the FNCFS Program, and identifies the mechanisms and
processes to address the ongoing systemic discrimination in the FNCFS Program in Manitoba,
assisting and leading to the restoration of First Nation jurisdiction over children and families.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the AMC Executive Council of Chiefs declare their support for the
NCCC in developing a National FNCFS LTRP that recognizes regional variations, including those of
Manitoba.

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED, the AMC Executive Council of Chiefs directs NCCC Commissioner Chief
David Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation, to provide regular updates to the AMC Women’s Council
and the Chiefs-in-Assembly to ensure accountability and transparency in advancing LTR of the
FNCFS Program in Manitoba.
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RE: SUPPORT FOR THE NATIONAL CHILDREN’S CHIEFS COMMISSION DEVELOPING A

NATIONAL FIRST NATIONS CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES (FNCFS) LONG-TERM REFORM

PLAN (LTRP) (cont.)

CERTIFIED COPY Moved by: Chief Betsy Kennedy
of a resolution adopted on October 2, 2025 War Lake First Nation
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Seconded by: Chief Angela Levasseur
—

______________

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

,,Jfand Chief Kyra Wilson
CARRIED
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RE: INDIGENOUS HEALTH EQUITY FUND (IHEF) AND HEALTH SERVICES INTEGRATION FUND

(HSIF)

WHEREAS, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) represents First Nations, whose sacred

Creator-granted rights, powers, and responsibilities to govern ourselves in relationship to all of

Creation are passed from generation to generation through spiritually, land, ceremony, teachings,

language, and laws; and

WHEREAS, the AMC, through its Constitution, is mandated to advance and protect First Nations’

Inherent and Treaty Rights, sovereignty, and self-determination, as delegated by the 63 First

Nations in Manitoba, who are the rights-holders; and

WHEREAS, AMC has not received funding under either the Indigenous Health Equity Fund (IHEF)

or the Health Services Integration Fund (HSIF), despite multiple proposals and clear mandates

from the Chiefs-in-Assembly, while Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) has allocated funding to
other organizations and excluded AMC from both streams; and

WHEREAS, the HSIF, a long-standing ISC program to reduce jurisdictional barriers and improve

coordination across federal, provincial, and First Nations health systems, issued a new 2025—26

call for proposals emphasizing Indigenous governance and cultural safety; and

WHEREAS, launched in 2023 as a $2 billion ten-year federal commitment to address systemic
health inequities, the IHEF allocated $25 million annually to Manitoba, yet ISC advanced these

allocations without consulting AMC despite its mandate from 63 First Nations to coordinate

region-wide health reform, prompting the AMC Chiefs-in-Assembly to passing Resolution APR-

24.09, Political Solidarity in Addressing Canada’s Approach to Funding First Nations in Manitoba,

affirming AMC’s role and rejecting Canada’s exclusionary approach; and
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RE: INDIGENOUS HEALTH EQUITY FUND (IHEF) AND HEALTH SERVICES INTEGRATION FUND

(HSIF) (cont.)

WHEREAS, AMC has since submitted two proposals aligned with Wahbung: Our Tomorrows, Truth

and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) Calls to Action, United Nations Declorotion on

the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), and the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women

and Girls (MMIWG) Calls foriustice:

• A Manitoba First Nations Health Accord for Equity and Self-Determination (May 29, 2025)

— $17.7M over nine years to establish the legal, fiscal, and governance foundations for

First Nations jurisdiction in health.

• Targeted Initiatives Proposal (May 30, 2025) — $1.5M over three years to fund urgent

engagement, governance, and policy work as a bridge toward Accord implementation;

and

WHEREAS, on June 3, 2025, AMC submitted A Population-Specific Approach to First Nations

Mental Weilness and Addictions System Integration, a systems-based approach to build

integrated care pathways across federal, provincial, and First Nations services; and

WHEREAS, nearly four months since submission, no decisions have been communicated on

AMC’s IHEF or HSIF proposals as ISC cited wildfire response and internal review delays; and

WHEREAS, the Chiefs-in-Assembly advanced the following urgent new mandate:

• Resolution MAY-2504 Advancing First Nations Health Equity Through the Establishment

of a Culturally Grounded Urban Hospital in Winnipeg: The Chiefs cited urgent gaps in

culturally safe, trauma-informed services, directing AMC to lead the development of a

hospital that reflects First Nations’ cultural and spiritual needs.



ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA CHIEFS
Executive Council of Chiefs

275 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg MB

OCTOBER 2, 2025

CERTIFIED RESOLUTION

ECC OCT-25.04

Page 3 of 3

RE: INDIGENOUS HEALTH EQUITY FUND (IHEF) AND HEALTH SERVICES INTEGRATION FUND
(HSIF) (cont.)

This resolution demands immediate action and aligns directly with IHEF’s structural reform

goals.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the AMC Executive Council of Chiefs:

1. Reaffirm Resolution APR-24.09 Political Solidarity in Addressing Canada’s Approach

to Funding First Nations in Manitoba and direct AMC to ensure that all First Nations

have a decisive role in determining IHEF allocations;

2. Call on Canada to fully fund AMC’s proposals, including:

a. A Manitoba First Nations Health Accord for Equity and Self-Determination;

and

b. Targeted Initiatives Proposal as a bridge to Accord implementation.

3. Insist that the Winnipeg First Nations-led hospital (MAY-25.04) be funded within

Manitoba’s IHEF allocation.

4. Direct AMC to formally reject any ISC attempt to “lock in” allocations without the

participation of AMC and its 63 First Nations.

CERTIFIED COPY Moved by: Chief Angela Levasseur

of a resolution adopted on October 2, 2025 Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

Winnipeg, Manitoba

Seconded by: Chief Betsy Kennedy

War Lake First Nation

Chief Kyra Wilson

7 CARRIED


