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The Executive Council of Chiefs has approved and ratified the following deferred
resolution from the January 28-29, 2025 Special Chiefs Assembly and Grand Chief By-
election:

RE: SUPPORT FOR THE MANITOBA FIRST NATIONS PERSONAL CARE HOME
NETWORKING GROUP TO BE A LICENSING BODY FOR FIRST NATIONS
PERSONAL CARE HOMES

WHEREAS, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) Chiefs-in-Assembly passed Resolution
JAN-03.16 First Nation Personal Care Home Licensing Authority that resolved, among others,
in supporting the concept of a Manitoba First Nations Personal Care Home Licensing
Authority (MFNPCHNG) and directed the AMC to negotiate a draft funding agreement with
the Federal and Provincial Ministers of Health that will enable the First Nations to implement
their inherent authority to license and regulate Personal Care Homes (PCH) within their
jurisdictions; and

WHEREAS, the Chiefs-in-Assembly passed resolution JAN-07.09 First Nations Personal Care
Home Licensing Authority - Legal Entity, that resolved, among others, support of the
establishment of the "First Nations Personal Care Home Licensing Authority,” which will be
responsible for licensing and monitoring First Nations Personal Care Homes, and an interim
Board of Directors be comprised of First Nations Personal Care Home Directors and two (2)
Chiefs appointed by the AMC Executive Council of Chiefs; and

WHEREAS, the Chiefs-in-Assembly passed resolution AUG-07.04 First Nation Personal Care
Home Licensing Authority - Legal Entity rescinding Resolutions JAN-03.16 and JAN-07.09 to
rescind resolution JAN-03.16 and amend resolution JAN-07.09 in support of the
establishment of the First Nations Personal Care Home Licensing Authority, which is to be
directed by First Nations leaders overseeing personal care homes in their respective Nations;
and

WHEREAS, the Manitoba First Nations Personal Care Home Networking Group
(MFNPCHNG}) recognizes the necessity of establishing a legal entity to oversee the licensing
and regulatory compliance of First Nation PCH'’s within Manitoba; and

WHEREAS, the AMC has requested the Provincial Minister of Health support the
establishment of a First Nation Licensing Authority and invited the province to participate
in this process by requesting the approval of a Provincial representative.
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RE: SUPPORT FOR THE MANITOBA FIRST NATIONS PERSONAL CARE HOME
NETWORKING GROUP TO BE A LICENSING BODY FOR FIRST NATIONS
PERSONAL CARE HOMES

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs-in-Assembly fully supports the MENPCHNG
to establish a First Nation Licensing Authority to ensure the highest standards for PCH and
regulatory compliance within First Nation PCH's.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs-in-Assembly support the MFNPCHNG to engage
with the Province of Manitoba and other relevant stakeholders to facilitate the creation of
the licensing authority, advocating for the necessary resources, legislative support, and
policy frameworks for First Nations PCH.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs-in-Assembly mandate the Chiefs Task Force on
Health to support discussions with MFNPCHNG and provincial representatives ensuring that
the interests and needs of First Nations PCH’s are effectively represented and addressed.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED,that the MFNPCHNG will work towards developing a
comprehensive plan outlining the structure, responsibilities, and operational guidelines of
the First Nation Licensing Authority, to be presented to the Chiefs-in-Assembly, the Province
of Manitoba, and other relevant parties for review prior to approval.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the MFNPCHNG will keep their First Nations informed of
all developments and progress related to the establishment of the First Nation Licensing
Authority and will seek input and feedback to ensure a collaborative and transparent
process.

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs-in-Assembly will support the MFNPCHNG in
securing annual funding to further support and expedite the establishment of the First
Nation Licensing Authority, ensuring that the unique needs and circumstances of Manitoba
First Nations PCH are adequately addressed and respected.
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The Executive Council of Chiefs has approved and ratified the following deferred
resolution from the January 28-29, 2025 Special Chiefs Assembly and Grand Chief By-
election:

RE: ADVANCING THE LEGAL RECOGNITION OF LAKE WINNIPEG AND ITS
CONNECTING RIVERS AS LIVING ENTITIES

WHEREAS, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) was established to promote, preserve,
and protect the inherent and Treaty rights of First Nations in Manitoba and to strengthen
and revitalize the foundations of First Nations cultures, traditions, languages, economies,
and societies: and

WHEREAS, land and water are living entities with sacred spirits that must be respected and
protected. As the original people of Turtle Island, with inherent rights granted by the Creator
it is the responsibility of First Nations to safeguard these sacred elements - along with other
vital resources - in accordance with First Nations’ laws, customs, and practices, ensuring
their preservation for the next seven generations; and

WHEREAS, the Chiefs-in-Assembly through Resolution FEB-24.06, Response to the City of
Winnipeg's Raw Sewage Dump into the Red River recognized that Lake Winnipeg, a scared
body of water that is vital to many First Nations, is detrimentally impacted by agricultural
runoff, sewage disposal pollution, and the hydroelectric operations of Manitoba Hydro,
which significantly harm the ecological integrity, natural flow, and biodiversity of Lake
Winnipeg and surrounding wetlands and jeopardizes the health and future of Lake
Winnipeg; and

WHEREAS, these environmental harms infringe upon the health of Lake Winnipeg, and
significantly impact the well-being, and inherent rights of First Nations, preventing them
from living in accordance with their traditional laws and practices; and

WHEREAS, the AMC Executive Council of Chiefs Resolution DEC.17-01 Manitoba First Nation
Fishers (Keewatinook Fishers of Lake Winnipeg) recognized the formation of a First Nations
Fisheries Strategy that included the recommendation that “Canada must facilitate
reconciliation with Anishinaabe people through the implementation of a rights recognition-
based approach that respects the inherent right of Anishinaabe to govern the lands, waters,
and resources in their traditional territories”; and
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RE: ADVANCING THE LEGAL RECOGNITION OF LAKE WINNIPEG AND ITS
CONNECTING RIVERS AS LIVING ENTITIES (cont.)

WHEREAS, many countries have recognized the significance of water and granted bodies of
water legal personhood status, including the Whanganui River in New Zealand, the Klamath
River in the United States, and the Amazon River in Columbia; and

WHEREAS, the Magpie River in Northern Quebec has been declared a legal person since
2021, with rights that include the right to flow, to maintain biodiversity, to preserve its
integrity, to be free from pollution, and to take legal action to defend against those who
infringe upon these rights; and

WHEREAS, under the direction and instruction of AMC member First Nations plaintiffs, the
Public Interest Law Centre filed a Statement of Claim in Manitoba’s Court of King's Bench,
asserting that Lake Winnipeg is a living entity with rights to life, liberty and security in
accordance with the rights of person under section 7 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly confirm and recognize that water is
a living entity with inherent rights that must be respected and protected in accordance with
First Nations laws, customs and traditions, and support the legal assertion that Lake
Winnipeg and all connected rivers should be afforded the same rights as a person, including
under section 7 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly affirm that any use, management, or
development of lands or waters connected to Lake Winnipeg requires the free, prior, and
informed consent of all First Nations whose Treaty lands and ancestral territories are
connected to these waters.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly directs the AMC Secretariat to develop
and implement a comprehensive protection strategy for Lake Winnipeg and the connecting
rivers, grounded in First Nations’ traditional knowledge, laws, and stewardship practices.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly directs the AMC Grand Chief to
advocate for the recognition of Lake Winnipeg and the connecting rivers as living entities in
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RE: ADVANCING THE LEGAL RECOGNITION OF LAKE WINNIPEG AND ITS
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both provincial and federal legislation and to ensure that the water's rights are protected
and respected under Canadian law in alignment with First Nations’ rights and jurisdiction.

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly calls on all levels of government and
organizations to respect the sovereignty and jurisdiction of First Nations over these waters

and to support efforts to protect and honour water as a living entity, in accordance with First
Nations’ laws and responsibilities.

CERTIFIED COPY Moved by: Chief Cornell McLean

ofa resolution adopted Lake Manitoba First Nation
on March 3, 2025,

Winnipeg, Manitoba

Seconded by: Chief Shirley Ducharme
0-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree
Nation

A
' CARRIED
/‘aﬁd Chief Kyra Wilson
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The Executive Council of Chiefs has approved and ratified the following deferred
resolution from the January 28-29, 2025 Special Chiefs Assembly and Grand Chief By-
election:

RE: SUPPORTING FIRST NATIONS WITH WINTER ROADS

WHEREAS, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC), through the Chiefs-in-Assembly is
mandated to protect First Nations’ inherent right to self-determination and seif-government,
and to promote, preserve, and protect Aboriginal and Treaty rights for First Nations in
Manitoba; and

WHEREAS, 17 First Nations in Manitoba rely on over 2,200 kilometers of winter roads, with
most costs covered by fixed contribution agreements between the federal and provincial
governments; and

WHEREAS, the Chiefs-in-Assembly, through Resolutions AUG-01.16 Keewatin Tribal Council
Communities - Winter Road Access and SEPT-02.15 Capital Allocation of Winter Road Funds,
called on the federal government to cease using First Nations’ capital funds to subsidize the
cost of winter roads utilized by First Nations in Manitoba, and directed the federal and
provincial governments to allocate funding for winter roads from sources other than the
First Nations Capital Allocation, and mandated the establishment of a Winter Road
Negotiation Team; and

WHEREAS, the Executive Council of Chiefs by Resolution ECC DEC.17-02 Capital Allocation
for Winter Roads, repeated the call to the federal government to cease and discontinue the
practice of forcing First Nations to cover the cost of construction and operation of
maintenance capital for winter roads; and that the Grand Chiefs of AMC, Manitoba
Keewatinowi Okimakanak (MKO) and Southern Chiefs’ Organization {SCO) establish a
Winter Road Negotiations Team to immediately address this issue; and

WHEREAS, climate change and rising temperatures have led to delays in the opening of
winter roads and significantly shortened their operating periods, reducing the capacity to
transport essential material and supplies to First Nations, including God's Lake First Nation.
These disruptions have exacerbated existing infrastructure and supply shortages, further
restricting access to critical necessities such as food, fuel, medical supplies, and building
materials for these First Nations; and
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RE: SUPPORTING FIRST NATIONS WITH WINTER ROADS (cont.)

WHEREAS, in November 2024, Minister Hajdu announced up to $20 million in additional
funding, beginning in 2024, to support upgrades and improvements to winter roads in
Manitoba; however, this funding remains insufficient to fully address the ongoing crisis
created by climate change-driven transportation challenges; and

WHEREAS, the increasing unreliability of winter roads necessitates long-term solutions that
ensure First Nations are not forced to bear the rising costs of transporting essential goods to
their territories.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs-in-Assembly direct ISC to work in full
partnership with First Nations in Manitoba, including God’'s Lake First Nation, to ensure
adequate funding is available to address infrastructure and supply shortages and to prevent
First Nations from having to absorb additional costs to transport essential goods to their
reserves; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the Chiefs-in-Assembly further direct ISC, in collaboration
with the affected First Nations, to develop a long-term climate adaptation strategy for First
Nations in Manitoba who are reliant on winter roads, including sustainable infrastructure
investments and alternative transportation solutions to mitigate the impacts of climate
change on supply chains.

CERTIFIED COPY Moved by:  Grand Chief

of a resolution adopted ‘Ii"a'tert‘_"’a‘;tff}:i?(’:‘?t ;
on MarCh 3’ 2025’ eewaltin iripal Lounci
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Seconded by: Chief Shirley Ducharme
O-Pipon-Na-Piwin Cree

/L//‘ Nation

. rand Chiéf Kyra Wilson
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The Executive Council of Chiefs has approved and ratified the following deferred
resolution from the January 28-29, 2025 Special Chiefs Assembly and Grand Chief By-
election:

RE: POLITICAL AND LEGAL DIRECTION ON LONG-TERM REFORM OF THE FIRST
NATION CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES PROGRAM

WHEREAS, First Nations have never surrendered or transferred our rights and
responsibilities for our children to Canada or to Manitoba; and

WHEREAS, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) has long advocated for the return of
jurisdiction over the child-welfare system to First Nations, and the reform of the First
Nations Child and Families Services (FNCFS) Program; and

WHEREAS, the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal (CHRT) ordered Canada to reform its
discriminatory FNCFS Program in one of many rulings on the First Nations Child and Family
Caring Society of Canada et al. v. Attorney General of Canada case. Additionally, Canada was
ordered to stop applying a limited and discriminatory definition of Jordan’s Principle and to
implement Jordan'’s Principle fully; and

WHEREAS, Canada had negotiated the Final Settiement Agreement (FSA) on Long-Term
Reform of the FNCFS Program with the Assembly of First Nations (AFN), Chiefs of Ontario
(COO0}, and the Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN); and

WHEREAS, the FSA on Long-Term Reform of the FNCFS Program aims to ensure that First
Nation children, youth, young adults, and families receive culturally relevant and equitable
support services tailored to their specific needs; and

WHEREAS, the AMC held a Special Chiefs’ Assembly in October 2024 to review and discuss
the draft Final Settlement Agreement, the AMC Chiefs-in-Assembly passed the following
resolutions that identified proposed amendments: OCT-24.01, OCT-24.02, OCT-24.03, and
OCT-24.04; and

WHEREAS, the AFN Chiefs-in-Assembly rejected the FSA on Long-Term Reform of the FNCFS
Program on October 16-18, 2024, in Calgary, Alberta; and
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RE: POLITICAL AND LEGAL DIRECTION ON LONG-TERM REFORM OF THE FIRST
NATION CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES PROGRAM (cont.)

WHEREAS, AFN Resolution 60/2024 called for the establishment of a national Children’s
Chiefs Commission with representation appointed by every region - including regions not
represented by the AFN - that will work openly and transparently to provide strategic
direction and oversight of the Long-Term Reform Agreements negotiations, reporting back
to the First Nations-in-Assembly; and

WHEREAS, on November 24, 2024, the AMC Executive Council of Chiefs appointed Chief
David Monias, Pimicikamak Cree Nation as the Manitoba region representative to the
National Children’s Chiefs Commission. Chief Angela Levasseur, Nisichawayasihk Cree
Nation and Chief Heidi Cook, Misipawistik Cree Nation were identified as alternates; and

WHEREAS, on January 7, 2025, AFN National Chief Cindy Woodhouse Nepinak relayed via
press release that Canada’s mandate on the reform of FNCFS does not permit further
negotiations at a national level and Canada indicated that they will move forward with
regional negotiations with the COO and the NAN; and

WHEREAS, on January 14, 2025, Canada advised the Caring Society that it was not prepared
to negotiate Long-Term Reform of the FNCFS Program in accordance with the AFN First
Nations-in-Assembly's resolutions, including resolutions 60-2024 and 61-2024; and

WHEREAS, on January 14, 2025, the Caring Society filed a Notice of Motion for Relief
directing consultation between Canada, the AFN and the Caring Society on the national Long-
Term Reform of the FNCFS Program and Jordan’s Principle; and

WHEREAS, Manitoba First Nations continue to face significant challenges in securing long-
term, meaningful reform of the FNCFS and Jordan’s Principle; and

WHEREAS, Canada has shown a willingness to engage in regional negotiations with other
First Nations groups, such as COO and NAN, but Manitoba First Nations have yet to secure a
similar commitment; and
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WHEREAS, the CHRT remains actively engaged in monitoring Canada’s compliance with its
orders, providing a legal avenue for First Nations to press for ongoing reform and hold
Canada accountable.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs-in-Assembly adopt a dual strategy
combining both political advocacy and legal action to ensure meaningful reform of the FNCFS
Program.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly mandate the establishment of a
dedicated regional negotiation table with Canada for long-term reform of the FNCFS
Program, focused specifically on addressing the regional-specific needs and priorities of
Manitoba’s First Nations that will ensure direct involvement of Manitoba First Nations in the
negotiation process, allowing for the creation of agreements that reflect their unique
circumstances and requirements.

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs-in-Assembly mandate the AMC to seek interested
party status in the ongoing CHRT proceedings to ensure AMC member First Nations voices
and concerns are included in the legal process and are accountable to the AMC Chiefs-in-
Assembly.

CERTIFIED COPY Moved by:  Grand Chief Walter Wastesicoot
of a resolution adopted Keewatin Tribal Council

on March 3, 2025,

Winnipeg, Manitoba

Seconded by: Chief Cornell McLean
Lake Manitoba First Nation

Grand Chief Kyra Wilson CARRIED



