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RE: DECLARING THE REGIONAL EDUCATION AGREEMENT A PROJECT OF NATIONAL
INTEREST

WHEREAS, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) represents the collective rights, interests,
and priorities of the 63 First Nations in Manitoba; and

WHEREAS, First Nations are Treaty Peoples, and the Treaties guaranteed education as a sacred
promise, a medicine chest for the mind and a pathway for the survival and prosperity of our
Nations; and

WHEREAS, Section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 recognizes and affirms Aboriginal and Treaty
rights, including the federal fiduciary duty to provide for education consistent with Treaty
commitments; and

WHEREAS, the Government of Canada has publicly committed, through reconciliation
frameworks and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of indigenous Peoples Act, to
uphold Indigenous Peoples’ rights to education, culture, and self-determination; and

WHEREAS, First Nations youth are the youngest and fastest-growing demographic in Canada, yet
continue to face chronic underfunding in education, resulting in lower graduation rates, reduced
access to post-secondary opportunities, and systemic socio-economic disparities; and

WHEREAS, the AMC resolution NOV-17.05 AMC Chiefs Committee on Education, revived the
Chiefs Committee on Education to work on, among other things, a Manitoba Regional First
Nations Education Agreement; and

WHEREAS, on January 15, 2024, the late-Grand Chief Cathy Merrick and members of the Chiefs
Committee on Education met with the Minister of Indigenous Services Canada (1SC}, Patty Hajdu,
and confirmed the AMC's intention to initiate Regional Education Agreement negotiations as
soon as possible; and
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RE: DECLARING THE REGIONAL EDUCATION AGREEMENT A PROJECT OF NATIONAL
INTEREST (cont.)

WHEREAS, the AMC submitted the final draft of the Manitoba First Nations Regional Education
Agreement (dated October 18, 2024), which included all completed schedules including the
Performance Measurement Framework; and

WHEREAS, Prime Minister Mark Carney declared that Canada would prioritize “projects of
national interest” pursuant to the Building Canada Act to enhance Canada’s economic
prosperities; and

WHEREAS, Federal Finance Minister Francois-Phillipe Champagne has advised cabinet ministers
to cut operational funding in the next three fiscal years ranging from 7.5% to 15%, resulting in
ISC stopping all discussions for needs-based Regional Education Agreements. It is anticipated that
the Fall 2025 budget will not have funding for that purpose.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly hereby declares the AMC Regional
Education Agreement a Project of National Interest and calls upon the Government of Canada,
under Prime Minister Mark Carney, to immediately prioritize the negotiation, funding, and
implementation of the AMC Regional Education Agreement as a matter of constitutional
obligation, economic strategy, and reconciliation.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly directs the Grand Chief to advocate for the
AMC Regional Education Agreement with federal ministers, and members of parliament,
ensuring that First Nations education is placed at the forefront of national priorities.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly direct a member of the Chiefs Committee on
Education to bring the Regional Education Agreement issue as an emergency resolution at the
upcoming Assembly of First Nations (AFN) Annual General Assembly in September 2025.
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RE:  DECLARING THE REGIONAL EDUCATION AGREEMENT A PROJECT OF NATIONAL
INTEREST {cont.)

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly further directs the Grand Chief and the Chiefs
Committee on Education to explore legal and political actions should the Government of Canada
fail to uphold its fiduciary duty to support and fund First Nations-controlled education through
the AMC Regional Education Agreement.

CERTIFIED COPY Moved by: Chief David Monias

of a resolution adopted Pimicikamak Cree Nation
on August 22, 2025

Winnipeg, Manitoba Seconded by:  Chief Derek Nepinak

Minegoziibe Anishinabe

GrfndThief Kyra Wilso-ﬁ“ CARRIED
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RE:  CALLS ON THE PROVINCE OF MANITOBA TO IMMEDIATELY ADOPT A DISTINCTIONS-
BASED APPROACH AND TO CLEARLY DEFINE THE SPECTRUM OF METIS RIGHTS IN
RELATION TO TREATY AND UNCEDED FIRST NATIONS TERRITORIES

WHEREAS, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) represents the collective interests of the First
Nations of Manitoba as rights-bearing Nations with inherent authority, Aboriginal Title, treaty
rights, and constitutionally protected Section 35 rights; and

WHEREAS, as directed by the Chiefs-in-Assembly through AMC Resolution MAY-23.01 Opposition
to the Federal Government’s Negotiations with the Métis in Ontario and Manitoba on Self-
Government Agreements, the AMC Grand Chief's Office and the AMC Secretariat have developed
a draft domestic and international political and legal strategy to respond to the Métis assertion
of rights within the traditional and Treaty territories of AMC member First Nations; and

WHEREAS, this draft strategy requires further input and refinement by a regional First Nations
technical group of advocates and subject-matter experts, under the guidance and direction of
Leadership, Elders, and Knowledge Keepers; and

WHEREAS, through resolution AUG-23.04 Action in Response to the Impacts of the Assertion of
Rights of Métis in the Treaty Lands and Traditional Territories of AMC Member First Nations, the
Chiefs-in-Assembly supported the continued development of a legal and political strategic action
plan to address these impacts, and mandated the Chiefs Committee on Treaty Relations to
provide oversight, guidance, and direction for the draft strategy, and authorized the
establishment of a First Nations Technical Committee to in its development; and
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RE:  CALLS ON THE PROVINCE OF MANITOBA TO IMMEDIATELY ADOPT A DISTINCTIONS-
BASED APPROACH AND TO CLEARLY DEFINE THE SPECTRUM OF METIS RIGHTS IN
RELATION TO TREATY AND UNCEDED FIRST NATIONS TERRITORIES (cont.)

WHEREAS, the Manitoba government appears to be pursuing an approach that treats all
Indigenous peoples as though their rights, histories, and relationships with the Crown are the
same, thereby obscuring the unique constitutional status of First Nations as Treaty and rights
holders and disregarding the legal and historical bases of Métis and Inuit claims. This approach
undermines the Crown’s constitutional obligations to First Nations particularly when the Métis
Nation and the Manitoba Métis Federation assert unproven rights claims that overlap with the
Treaty and traditional territories of AMC member First Nations, and the province of Manitoba
enters into agreements or economic arrangements without regard for the scope and limits of
Meétis rights in areas subject to Treaty and inherent rights; and

WHEREAS, the Government of Canada has adopted a distinctions-based approach in policy and
negotiations, and the Province of Manitoba must align with this standard to ensure clarity,
fairness, and respect for the rights of all Indigenous peoples.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly endorse a distinctions-based approach
which recognizes the distinct constitutional and legal relationships of First Nations, Métis, and
Inuit with the Crown, and affirms that in Manitoba, First Nations are the original rights holders
with primary Treaty and inherent authority over the lands and waters, and call upon the Province
of Manitoba to immediately adopt a Distinctions-Based Approach to the recognition of
Indigenous Rights Holders and Territories within the Province of Manitoba.
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RE:  CALLS ON THE PROVINCE OF MANITOBA TO IMMEDIATELY ADOPT A DISTINCTIONS-
BASED APPROACH AND TO CLEARLY DEFINE THE SPECTRUM OF METIS RIGHTS IN
RELATION TO TREATY AND UNCEDED FIRST NATIONS TERRITORIES {cont.)

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly reaffirm that First Nations are the original and
primary rights holders within their respective territories—whether by treaty or inherent unceded
title—and assert that any recognition of rights for other Indigenous groups, including the Métis,
must not infringe upon First Nations’ jurisdiction, require their consent, or abrogate or derogate
from First Nations rights.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly calls upon the Province of Manitoba to co-
develop and co-draft a formal framework with First Nations leadership, grounded in a distinctions-
based approach, to guide the application of rights and jurisdiction in all major projects,
agreements, and economic arrangements.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly directs the Grand Chief to communicate this
resolution to the Government of Canada, the Manitoba Métis Federation, Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami,
and all Crown corporations and industry proponents operating in Manitoba, ensuring that all
parties are aware of First Nations treaty and inherent rights and the need for First Nations’ free,
prior, and informed consent.

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chiefs Committee on Self-Determination and Treaties in its
political strategy development as referenced in AMC Resolution Aug-23.04, take immediate steps
within its political strategy to secure the adoption of this resolution by the Province of Manitoba
and to uphold First Nations’ rights as paramount in all provincial laws and policies.
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RE: CALLS ON THE PROVINCE OF MANITOBA TO IMMEDIATELY ADOPT A DISTINCTIONS-
BASED APPROACH AND TO CLEARLY DEFINE THE SPECTRUM OF METIS RIGHTS IN
RELATION TO TREATY AND UNCEDED FIRST NATIONS TERRITORIES (cont.)

CERTIFIED COPY Moved by: Chief Dennis Pashe

of a resolution adopted Dakota Tipi First Nation
on August 22, 2025,

Winnipeg, Manitoba Seconded by:  Chief Angela Levasseur

/%_\ Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

nd Chief Kyra Wilson CARRIED
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RE: MANDATE TO THE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA CHIEFS REGARDING THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF A CROWN-INDIGENOUS CORPORATION

WHEREAS, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC}, through its Constitution, is mandated to
advance and protect First Nations' inherent and Treaty Rights, sovereignty, and self-
determination, as delegated by 63 First Nations in Manitoba who are the rights-holders; and

WHEREAS, without consulting First Nations in Manitoba, Parliament enacted An Act to enact the
Free Trade and Labour Mobility in Canada Act to advance federal and interprovincial economic,
trade, infrastructure, and labour mobility objectives that directly affect First Nations’ lands,
territories and resources; and

WHEREAS, Canada is bound by the promises it made through Treaty, as well as constitutional and
international obligations, including section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), and the United Nations Declarations
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act, to ensure that First Nations’ inherent and Treaty rights
are fully respected; and

WHEREAS, these obligations require that colonial governments obtain the free, prior, and
informed consent of First Nations prior to adopting any legislative, administrative or project
decision that may affect First Nations’ lands, territories, or resources; and

WHEREAS, the Government of Manitoba has proposed the establishment of a Manitoba Crown-
Indigenous Corporation {MCIC) to coordinate provincial, federal, First Nations, and Métis
governments on economic development and infrastructure projects, with a shared governance
model between First Nations, the Métis, and the province.
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RE:  MANDATE TO THE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA CHIEFS REGARDING THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF A CROWN-INDIGENOUS CORPORATION

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly reject the Province of Manitoba’s Crown-
Indigenous Corporation proposal as it is written and mandate the AMC Secretariat to coordinate
discussions with the province, ensuring that these discussions are led by First Nations in
Manitoba, with a focus on respecting and advancing First Nations treaty and inherent rights.

CERTIFIED COPY Moved by: Chief Murray Clearsky
of u resolution adopted Waywayseecappo First Nation
on August 22, 2025,

Winnipeg, Manitoba Seconded by:  Chief Dennis Pashe

Dakota Tipi First Nation
% _/.x”’#'-m\._ . CARRIED

Grand Chief Kyra Wilson




ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA CHIEFS
Special Chiefs’ Assembly

RBC CONVENTION CENTRE (ROOM 4-8)
375 York Avenue, Winnipeg MB

August 21, 22, 2025

CERTIFIED RESOLUTION

AUG-25.04
Page 1 of 2

RE:  SUPPORT FOR THE HEALTH SCIENCES CENTRE PEDIATRIC INDIGENOUS HEALING SPACE
IN WINNIPEG

WHEREAS, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs {AMC) represents the collective rights, interests, and
priorities of the 63 First Nations in Manitoba; and

WHEREAS, the Chiefs-in-Assembly are committed to upholding the inherent rights of First
Nation’s citizens, including the right to equitable, cuiturally safe, and self-determined health care
services: and

WHEREAS, when accessing health services in urban centers, such as Winnipeg, First Nations
citizens frequently encounter systemic barriers, including racism, stereotyping, and culturally
inappropriate care leading to adverse and inadequate health outcomes, oftentimes including
death; and

WHEREAS, the Chiefs-in-Assembly passed resolution MAY-25.04 in Advancing First Nations
Health Equity Through the Establishment of a Culturally Grounded Urban Hospital in Winnipeg
and supports the continued development of this project; and

WHEREAS, the Health Sciences Centre {HSC) is creating a 2,000-square-foot Pediatric Indigenous
Healing Space at its Children's Hospital, led by Dr. Mélanie Morris, Canada’s first Indigenous
pediatric surgeon, to offer a culturally safe environment for Indigenous children and their families
during medical care; and

WHEREAS, the Chiefs-in-Assembly remain committed to the previous resolution and have
directed the AMC Secretariat to work toward the development of a First Nation-led hospital.
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RE: SUPPORT FOR THE HEALTH SCIENCES CENTRE PEDIATRIC INDIGENOUS HEALING SPACE
IN WINNIPEG (cont.)

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly fully support and endorse the creation of a
Pediatric Indigenous Healing Space at the HSC’s Children’s Hospital as a culturally appropriate
environment for First Nations children and families while accessing comprehensive health care
services,

CERTIFIED COPY Moved by:  Chief Angela Levasseur

of a resolution adopted Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
on August 22, 2025,

Winnipeg, Manitoba Seconded by: Chief Gordon Bluesky

Brokenhead Ojibway Nation

nd Chief Kyra Wilson CARRIED
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RE:  ESTABLISHING A TREATY REVIEW AGENCY AND WEALTH SHARING TABLE

WHEREAS, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC), through Article 3 of the AMC Constitution
and through the Chiefs-in-Assembly, is mandated to protect First Nations’ inherent right to self-
determination and self-government and to promote, preserve, and protect Aboriginal and Treaty
Rights for 63 First Nations in Manitoba; and

WHEREAS, the Chiefs-in-Assembly passed Resclution APR-24.03 Action Plan for Honouring and
Implementing Treaties which includes a mandate for the establishment of a director dedicated
to advancing the Treaty rights of First Nations in Manitoba and directing the AMC Grand Chief’s
Office and the Secretariat to support this Treaty rights body; and

WHEREAS, the Chiefs-in-Assembly passed Resolution MAY-25.09 Political Unity Accord on
Treaties, which includes a directive to the AMC Secretariat, in partnership with Elders, Knowledge
Keepers, legal experts, and AMC member First Nations to develop a Political Unity Accord on
Treaties; and

WHEREAS, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP} states:

¢ Article 3: Indigenous peoples have the right to self-determination. By virtue of that right
they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and
cultural development.

e Article 5: Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and strengthen their distinct
political, legal, economic, social and cultural institutions, while retaining their right to
participate fully, if they so choose, in the political, economic, social and cultural life of the
State.
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ESTABLISHING A TREATY REVIEW AGENCY AND WEALTH SHARING TABLE {cont.)

Article 18: Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in decision-making in matters
which would affect their rights, through representatives chosen by themselves in
accordance with their own procedures, as well as to maintain and develop their own
indigenous decision-making institutions.

Article 19: States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples
concerned through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their free,
prior and informed consent before adopting and implementing legislative or
administrative measures that may affect them; and

WHEREAS, on July 17, 2025, Prime Minister Mark Carney held a First Nations Major Projects
Summit in Gatineau, Québec, to engage First Nations on the Building Canada Act and then
development of major projects in partnership with Indigenous Peoples, and further committed
to meet with the Treaty Nations in Manitoba; and

WHEREAS, First Nations in Manitoba have long calied for the sharing of wealth generated from
their traditional and Treaty territories.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly direct the establishment of a Manitoba First
Nations—led Treaty Review Agency through the director dedicated to advancing the Treaty rights
of First Nations in Manitoba established in resolution APR-24.03, with a mandate to:

1.

=

Uphold, preserve and protect Treaties and inherent jurisdiction of First Nations in
Manitoba;

Engage with First Nations to develop frameworks for business and economic
development;

Review proposed provincial and federal projects on Treaty Lands with First Nations;
Participate in project planning with First Nations prior to any provincial and federal
approvals; and
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RE:  ESTABLISHING A TREATY REVIEW AGENCY AND WEALTH SHARING TABLE {cont.)

5. Uphold First Nations’ right to Free, Prior, and Informed Consent in accordance with the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly direct the Grand Chief to establish a Wealth
Sharing Table with Prime Minister Mark Carney and senior Cabinet Ministers to discuss the fair
share of revenues generated from the extraction of lands and resources from First Nations
territories in Manitoba, incfuding retroactive compensation for past extraction activities.

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED, the Chiefs-in-Assembly directs the Grand Chief to organize and
coordinate a Chiefs’ meeting with First Nations in Manitoba, Manitoba Keewatinowi
Okimakanak, Southern Chiefs Organization, Anishininew Okimawin, Treaty organizations, and
Prime Minister Mark Carney.

CERTIFIED COPY Moved by: Chief Angela Levasseur

of a resolution adopted Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
on August 22, 2025,

Winnipeg, Manitoba Seconded by:  Chief Dennis Pashe

Dakota Tipi First Nation

A
% K-—”’f - CARRIED

Grand Chief Kyra Wilson .
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RE:  SUPPORT AND ENDORSEMENT FOR A MONUMENT HONOURING THE LATE ELIJAH
HARPER

WHEREAS, the Chiefs-in-Assembly acknowledge receipt of correspondence from Mr. Fred Harper
of Red Sucker Lake Anisininew Nation and Councillor Roni Beardy of Garden Hill Anisininew Nation
regarding the proposal to establish an Elijah Harper Monument in Winnipeg, Manitoba; and

WHEREAS, the life of Elijah Harper stands as an example of courage, leadership, and unwavering
commitment to justice and respect for First Nations peoples across Canada; and

WHEREAS, his stand during the Meech Lake Accord debates was a defining moment in the history
of First Nations and continues to inspire future generations.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs supports the initiative to establish
a monument in honour of the late Elijah Harper, one that formalizes his legacy in a manner that
educates the public, honours his contributions, and reflects the pride of First Nations.

CERTIFIED COPY Moved by: Chief Raymond Flett

of a resolution adopted St. Theresa Point First Nation
on August 22, 2025,

Winnipeg, Manitoba Seconded by:  Councillor Robert Harper

Wasagamack First Nation

A
//f’; {'if” i T

CARRIED

Grand Chief Kyra Wilson



