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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 24, 2021

AMC responds to First Nation vaccination strategy concerns

Treaty One Territory, Manitoba — The Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) issues the following
statement in response to the recent statement of the Manitoba Metis Federation (MMF) regarding
vaccines for First Nation citizens.

AMC Grand Chief Arlen Dumas stated, “The Assembly stands by the definition of First Nation citizens
as defined by the First Nations Pandemic Response Coordination Team (PRCT) and will continue to
support the PRCT in all of their endeavours. The Assembly further supports the PRCT’s process for
verification of those coming forward for their vaccines and will continue to support their data informed,
unbiased and transparent work and their qualified expertise.

We invite the MMF to continue their negotiations with the Province at this time, so they too can produce
a report on COVID-19 prevalence within the Metis population so that a similar process of evidence
based vaccine prioritization can proceed instead of attacking the invaluable work of the PRCT at this
time.

While | acknowledge that emotions run high, especially in a time of a global pandemic with ever
changing circumstances, | encourage everyone to be patient and work positively towards protecting our
most vulnerable people at this time. This is not the time for attacks or questionable statements. We
hope to move forward in a respectful way to continue to fight this pandemic.”
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For more information, please contact:

Stacia Franz

Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs

Email: sfranz@manitobachiefs.com
Phone: 204-292-1504

About the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs

The AMC was formed in 1988 by the Chiefs in Manitoba to advocate on issues that commonly affect
First Nations in Manitoba. AMC is an authorized representative of 62 of the 63 First Nations in Manitoba
with a total of more than 151,000 First Nation citizens in the province, accounting for approximately 12
percent of the provincial population. AMC represents a diversity of Anishinaabe (Ojibway), Nehetho /
Ininew (Cree), Anishininew (Ojibwe-Cree), Denesuline (Dene) and Dakota Oyate (Dakota) people.



