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AMC responds to the resignation of Governor General Julie Payette 

 
Treaty One Territory, Manitoba – The Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) issues this statement in 
response to today’s resignation of Her Excellency the Right Honourable Julie Payette, Governor 
General of Canada.  

“On behalf of the Assembly, I want to thank former Governor General Julie Payette for her service as 
the Queen’s representative in Canada,” said AMC Grand Chief Arlen Dumas. "With that said, the AMC, 
however, is troubled by the reported ‘toxic’ working environment of the office of the Governor General. 
There should be no room for this type of behaviour by anyone in any organization or government 
department. I do hope those impacted find some peace and resolution with the outcome of this report." 

Grand Chief Dumas went on to state, “to the Treaty Nations in Manitoba and across Canada, the role of 
the Governor General is more than symbolic. As the Queen’s representative to Canada, the role is 
central to breathing life into the Treaty relationship. The AMC will be looking forward to discussions and 
engagement with the Federal Government (and with the Buckingham Palace if necessary) on the 
appointment of the next Governor General of Canada. I note that there are many very qualified First 
Nations nominees right here in Manitoba with equally extensive backgrounds who could fulfill the role of 
the Queen’s representative. The selection of a First Nations Governor General from Manitoba or from 
other parts of the country would send a strong message to the Treaty Nations that this government is 
sincere about its rhetoric on reconciliation and that there is no relation more important to the Prime 
Minister than the one with Indigenous peoples.”  
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For more information, please contact: 

Stacia Franz 
Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 
Email:  sfranz@manitobachiefs.com  
Phone: 204-292-1504 
 

About the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 

The AMC was formed in 1988 by the Chiefs in Manitoba to advocate on issues that commonly affect 

First Nations in Manitoba. AMC is an authorized representative of 62 of the 63 First Nations in Manitoba 

with a total of more than 151,000 First Nation citizens in the province, accounting for approximately 12 

percent of the provincial population. AMC represents a diversity of Anishinaabe (Ojibway), Nehetho / 

Ininew (Cree), Anishininew (Ojibwe-Cree), Denesuline (Dene) and Dakota Oyate (Dakota) people. 


