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AMC provides statement on revised provincial policies that end CFS “birth alerts” 
 
 Treaty One Territory, Manitoba - Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs, (AMC) Grand Chief, Arlen Dumas today is issuing the 
following statement on Thursday’s announcement by The Government of Manitoba on its decision to halt its practice of 
“birth alerts.” Families Minister, Heather Stefanson, announced that the practice will end April 1st.  
 
“I welcome the announcement by Minister Stefanson on the government’s policy decision to halt the practice of birth 
alerts and provide more supports to Moms. The AMC agrees that this is a step in the right direction, but much more 
work needs to be done to reduce the First Nations child-apprehension rates in this province, which have been 
documented to be the highest in the Western hemisphere. Oppressive child welfare policies developed by federal and 
provincial governments, including birth alerts, have broken up First Nations family units, separated newborns from their 
Mothers at their most critical time of bonding and development, and negatively impacted generations of First Nations 
peoples in this province for too long,” said Grand Chief Dumas.  
 
“This announcement, which makes Manitoba the second provincial jurisdiction in the country to end birth alerts, is a 
result of many years of advocacy work by the First Nations leadership in this region. The AMC has established the First 
Nations Family Advocate’s Office of Manitoba, through resolution by Chiefs-in-Assembly, which directly supports First 
Nations families and implements the technical and First Nations law-making processes that underpin the AMC policy of 
Bringing our Children Home. I commend the Manitoba Chiefs on their advocacy and their vision to establish the FNFAO 
and to advocate for made-in-Manitoba First Nations Child Welfare policies and legal frameworks. We will continue the 
work of Bringing our Children Home and continue to support the FNFAO as they continue their critically important work 
to exercise and facilitate First Nations jurisdiction over Child Welfare in this province,” concluded Grand Chief Dumas.  
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For more information, please contact: 
Teena Legris 
Communications & Social Media Coordinator 
Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 
Email:  tlegris@manitobachiefs.com  
Phone:  (204) 391-5830 

 
 

About the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 
The AMC was formed in 1988 by the Chiefs in Manitoba to advocate on issues that commonly affect First Nations 
in Manitoba. AMC is an authorized representative of 62 of the 63 First Nations in Manitoba with a total of more 
than 151,000 First Nation citizens in the province, accounting for approximately 12 percent of the provincial 
population. AMC represents a diversity of Anishinaabe (Ojibway), Nehetho / Ininew (Cree), Anishininew (Ojibwe-
Cree), Denesuline (Dene) and Dakota Oyate (Dakota) people. 


