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THE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA CHIEFS STANDS IN UNITY WITH  

GRAND CHIEF VERNA POLSON AND THE ALGONQUIN ANISHINABEG NATION 

Treaty One Territory, Winnipeg, Manitoba _ The Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) stands in solidarity with 
Grand Chief Verna Polson and the Algonquin Nation as they protest the lack of consultation with the 
Algonquin landowners of the former US embassy building in Ottawa, Ontario. 

Grand Chief Verna Polson of the Algonquin Anishinabeg Nation Tribal Council is occupying a traditional 
wigwam on the sidewalk in front of 100 Wellington Street, the now-vacant building situated on unceded 
Algonquin territory across from the House of Commons.  Grand Chief Polson vows to continue protesting the 
plan for the Assembly of First Nations (AFN), the Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK), and the Métis National Council 
(MNC) to split the space without respecting the rights of the Algonquin Nation.  The Algonquin Nation has 
announced its desire to be equal partners in the building. 

“The Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs stands in unity with Grand Chief Verna Polson and the Algonquin 
Anishinabeg Nation,” said Grand Chief Arlen Dumas. “All people must respect the traditional lands of each 
sovereign Nation, and no organization or political body can override the Nations’ rights without their 
expressed consent.  The building at 100 Wellington Avenue is ultimately standing on the traditional unceded 
territory of the Algonquin Nation and they must have a seat at the table in any discussion regarding its use or 
purpose.  We are sending strength and support to Grand Chief Polson and the Algonquin Nation at this time.” 
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About the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs  
The AMC was formed in 1988 by the Chiefs in Manitoba to advocate on issues that commonly affect First 
Nations in Manitoba.  AMC is an authorized representative of 62 First Nations in Manitoba with a total of more 
than 151,000 First Nation citizens in the province, accounting for approximately 12 per cent of the provincial 
population. AMC represents a diversity of Anishinaabe (Ojibway), Nehetho (Cree), Oji-Cree, Dene and Dakota 
people and traditions. 
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Andrew Thunder 
Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 
Email:  athunder@manitobachiefs.com  
Phone:  (204) 987-4139 
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